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Vector Control District of Malheur County Mailing Address 454 12th St N Vale, Oregon 97918  Phone 541-709-7478  Email MCVCD23@outlook.com
June 11, 2025, Time: 12:30pm Location: Plaza Inn, Ontario, Oregon 

Board members in attendance: Terry Oft, Ray Waldo, Kelly Peterson, Jeremy Evers
Others in attendance: Megan Bernard, Mary Jo Evers, Gary Schnider

Meeting opens at 12:30pm Budget hearing is opened at 12:32pm

Ray motion to approve resolution 25-1 adopting the new budget Jeremy seconds, passed unanimously. Signed by Terry Oft and Kelly Peterson. 

Kelly motions to approve resolution 25-2 imposing tax Jeremy seconds passed unanimously. Signed by Terry Oft and Kelly Peterson
Kelly motions to approve previous meeting minutes with the correction of adding “error” when referring to the drone pilot’s application on Beck-Kiwanis Park in Ontario, Oregon. Ray seconds passed unanimously. 

Kelly motions to increase Karla, Mary, and Megan’s wage by 5%, seconded by Jeremy passed unanimously. Once HSA is open for enrollment the board will place $100 in it a month and have a cap on insurance. 
Financial Report: LGIP: $527,919.25 Checking: $52,560.44. June’s payroll and commercial application costs have not been taken out yet. 

Ray motions to approve financial report, Kelly seconds passed unanimously. 

Operations Report: 

Larvicide is done for this round with Branch. Karla and Megan are still working getting treatments done. 
Mosquito Count & State Funding: The district has collected 1,690 total mosquitoes, 382 were culex. 14 samples were sent to the state lab for confirmation testing, due to in-house testing numbers that came back higher than normal for this time of year. The test came back to normal. The district has set 194 traps so far this year. Megan was made aware that the state is out of funding for West Nile testing. Each district is responsible for paying the OSU lab for conducting testing, shipping and the return of the boxes. Megan spoke with Dr. Debess, the state doctor, Dr. Debess informed Megan the state would not know until July 31st if there was any funding. 
Azelis Monitors & New pumps: New pumps and monitors for both Guardian foggers were installed last week. Megan will have a meeting with Frontier regarding the tablet and the program soon. Megan plans to have Branch attend the meeting so if they have any questions they can be answered directly. 
Publications: Since the Malheur Enterprise has closed, Megan has been in contact with the Argus Observer about the weekly spray schedules and any public notices that need to be published like West Nile detections. Megan spoke with Leslie. Leslie informed Megan there is no cost to publish the West Nile detections. For the weekly spray schedules, it would be $183.50 for black and white color would be a little bit more. Megan requested that the first four weeks the schedule is published in color, so it will grab the readers’ attention. 
Beekeeper Meeting: Megan had a meeting with Watts’ Bees on Monday to discuss the locations of the cutter beehives throughout the county. Megan asked Jim (the owner) if the distance that we kept last year 1,000 feet was still a good distance, Jim agreed and said the district is doing a very good job being mindful of the location of the beehives. 
Juntura Treatments & Horse Sale: Juntura was treated on the 19th of May. The Bentz horse sale was on June 7th. The district set traps to get numbers on the mosquito activity that determined if fogging was needed prior to the sale. There were mosquitoes caught but the numbers were low along with the Culex count, the nightly temperatures were low 50’s also. With all that information it was not justifiable to fog. Mosquito wipes were taken up for the sale if anyone needed them. Megan spoke with Linda Bentz and let her know that the district will take it at a year-to-year case if fogging is necessary prior to the sale. 
Nyssa Rodeo: Megan was able to get into contact with Kim Speelman to set a date for the barrier spray application at the Nyssa Rodeo Grounds. The application will take place on Tuesday June 17th in the morning. Mosquito wipes will also be dropped off. 
Tour Ice: Megan informs the board that Tour Ice is selling and there will be an increase in dry ice cost. Megan is not aware of the new price will be. 
Creston: Ericka Fitzpatrick, a landowner in Creston called Megan, wants to know if there was a plan for possible treatments or trapping in the area. Megan let her know that we can set a trap near the problem area and figure out what species of mosquitoes are out there. 
Workman’s Comp: Megan gave the board members an update on her workman’s comp claim. On the 17th of July she will be having surgery on her back. As the date gets closer and more information is available, she will update the board. With the 17th being a Thursday Megan will not be able to be on call that day. That means Karla won’t be able to conduct any applications due to her license being an apprenticeship. There will be between 4-6 weeks of restrictions post-surgery. The board discussed Branch picking up the fogging route in Juntura and that week following Megan’s surgery. Megan is to talk to Karla to see if she’s willing to learn lab work and take the office phone while Megan is out the following week 7/21-7/24. Megan does not know if she would only be out the week of 7/21-7/24 or longer. She will keep the board informed. 
Open discussion: Terry mentions to the board about getting paid to come to the monthly meetings. Terry explains the ditch board members get paid to attend their meetings. The board discusses the amount that would be paid. 
Ray motions to pay board members $30 for each meeting they attend and a meal effective immediately Kelly seconds. passed unanimously. 

Next meeting set for July 10, 2025, at 12:30pm located at the Plaza Inn, Ontario, Oregon

Budget hearing closes at 2:03pm Meeting closes at 2:03pm
Respectfully submitted by: Megan Bernard District Manager 

